[image: image1.jpg]



Bible Reading Notes

April 2024

Mark 13-16
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How to use these Bible Reading Notes:

These Bible reading notes are a resource to help you feed on God’s word a little and often and allow it to change your life. If you miss a day (or several!), don’t feel guilty or try to catch up; just pick up wherever you left off – it doesn’t matter if it’s the wrong date. 

Here are some tips on how to get the most out of this:

1. Find a time and place where you can be quiet but awake. Maybe set an alarm on your phone to remind you each day.

2.
Pray. Ask God to help you understand what he says.

3.

Use the notes to help you think about the Bible passage (use a good translation of the Bible like the NIV).

· ‘Read’ tells you which verses to read.

· ‘Think’ shows how it affects you.

· ‘Pray’ suggests ways to talk to God about it.

4. 
Pray about what you have read. 

5.

Look for a chance to share with someone what God has been saying to you. 

These notes are easy to install on most phones or tablets.

Install the ‘PrayerMate’ App and you’ll find it under ‘Add Subject( Biblical prayers & devotions ( Real Food.’

If you have any problems, email info@prayermate.net.

1st April
Previously in Mark
This month we’re looking at Mark’s Gospel, picking up from chapter 13. Today we’ll see a bit of what’s already happened in Mark:

Rejected King

Read Mark 11:7-10

· Who do the crowd say is coming to Jerusalem?

Read Mark 11:18

· How are the leaders responding to this King?

Rejected Temple

Read Mark 11:15-17

· What does Jesus think of the temple?

In Mark 12:10-11, Jesus says that he will be the cornerstone for the new temple.  We’re left asking: “How can Jesus reign as King if he’s rejected?”, “What will this rejection mean for Jesus’ followers?”, “What will happen to the temple?” and “How can Jesus do what the temple did?”.  Mark 13-16 gives us answers!

Pray

Pray that through reading Mark, you would grasp how Jesus is our King and our Temple, and so follow him.

2nd April
Watch out!
Mark 13 is complicated and controversial – but vital to help us to keep following Jesus when it’s hard.
Read Mark 13:1-4
What does Jesus say will happen to the temple? 

What questions does Jesus’ claim provoke?

This helps us understand chapter 13: Jesus is talking firstly about the temple, not the end of the world.
Read Mark 13:5 and 13:37
What command starts and finishes Jesus’ teaching? (see also verses 9, 23, 33, 35)

This also helps us understand chapter 13: Jesus is helping us to remain faithful through suffering, not giving us a timetable for the end of the world.
Pray
What suffering are you enduring?  How are you finding it hard to follow Jesus?  Pray that Jesus’ words in chapter 13 will help you keep following him.
3rd April
Watch out when disasters happen
Here’s the first bit of Jesus’ teaching on how to keep following him after he goes back to heaven.
Read Mark 13:5-8
· What events are going to happen?

· What is the meaning of those events (v 7, 8)?

· What commands are there in these verses?

Contractions aren’t a sign that a pregnancy are going wrong, but that it’s heading the right way.  So false Messiahs, wars, earthquakes and famines are not signs that Jesus’ kingdom is failing, but that it’s heading the right way.
Apply
· How will Jesus’ words here help you…

· …not to be deceived when these things happen?

· …not to be alarmed when these things happen?

· …to keep following Jesus when these things happen?

4th April
Watch out when persecution comes
Read Mark 13:9-11
· How does Jesus’ prediction help us not to panic when these things happen (v 9)?
· How do Jesus’ promises help us not to panic when these things happen (v 10-11)?
Read Mark 13:12-13
· How does Jesus’ prediction help us not to panic when these things happen (v 9)?
· How do Jesus’ promises help us not to panic when these things happen (v 10-11)?
Apply
When you face pressure that makes it hard to follow Jesus, remember his prediction (it’s normal, but he’s still King) and his promise (the gospel will still spread)
When we’re pressed, how do Jesus’ words help us…
· …not to go quiet about the gospel?

· …not to give in to anger or self-pity?

· …not to give up?
5th April
Watch out when the temple is smashed
Jesus is describing events that happened 40 years later, when the Romans trashed the temple.  Looking back and knowing his words came true helps us to trust that he is King, even when disasters happen.
Read Mark 13:14-19
“Let the reader understand” is Mark’s way of hinting that verse 14 quotes Daniel 9:27, 11:31 and 12:11, which predict a pagan ruler will trash the temple.
· What does Jesus say these days will be like?

Read Mark 13:20-23
· What other danger does Jesus warn about?
· What command and reassurance does he give us (v 23)?
Pray
Thank Jesus that his words came true in 70AD.  Thank him that he has chosen us and protects us.  Ask him to help you be on your guard against false teaching.
6th April
Watch out when Jesus is vindicated
More encouragement to keep going when it’s hard.
Read Mark 13:24-27
· What will happen after the temple is trashed?

· What will the Son of Man do then?

These words look at first as though they are about the second coming.  But in v30 Jesus says they will happen before his hearers have died.  So he’s probably using end time language to describe the temple getting trashed.  After that he gathers his people from around the earth as the gospel is spread to all nations (v 27).
Read Mark 13:28-31
· What lesson should we learn when Jesus’ prediction about the temple happens (v 28-29)?
· How certain can we be that Jesus’ words will come true (v 30-31)?

Apply
So are we living in the end-times?  Yes!  The end times began when Jesus died and rose and the temple was destroyed.  We can be sure Jesus’ kingdom will come – because it has come and the news is spreading.
7th April
Watch out for Jesus’ return
The disciples asked for a sign that the temple would be smashed. Jesus has explained that the temple being smashed is a sign he will return as King.

Read Mark 13:32-34

· What do we not know?

· What should we always be doing?

· Who are we to be like?

We must not guess when Jesus will return, and don’t listen to anyone who does – even God’s Son doesn’t know!

Read Mark 13:35-37

· What do we not know?

· What command does Jesus repeat?

Apply

· How will the delay and suddenness of Jesus’ return make it difficult to keep keeping watch?

· What can you do today to be ready for Jesus’ return – and to help others get ready?

8th April
The King Opposed
“Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails” – Proverbs 19:21.

Read Mark 14:1-2

· Who is scheming?

· What are they scheming to do?

· When do they want to do it?

Read Mark 15:6

· When do they end up doing it?

Mark wants to make absolutely clear that Jesus’ death is part of God’s plan – it is not an accident or failure.  So his enemies aren’t even in charge of the timing.

Pray

Praise God that Jesus’ death was his plan to rescue his people.  Pray that you would see his gracious hand at work in Jesus’ sufferings and in your own (maybe read Genesis 50v20 and pray about it)

9th April
The King Honoured
The gifts we give reveal who we really love.

Read Mark 14:3-9

· What do some people think of what the woman did for Jesus?

· What does Jesus think of what she did for him?

Shock: Jesus says loving him is more important than loving

our neighbour!  Remember Mark 12:19-31?

Read Mark 14:10-11

· What does Judas do?  What does he receive?

Apply

The woman gives up money for Jesus; Judas gives up

Jesus for money.  Who will you be like:

· The woman, extravagant and sacrificial in loving Jesus, whatever other people think?

· The critics, thinking Jesus isn’t worth that much?

· Judas, putting money ahead of following Jesus?

10th April
The King Betrayed
Some plays are improvised; others are performed according to a script.  Which is happening here?

Read Mark 14:12-16

· How does Jesus show he’s still in control of what’s happening?

· Why make that point again now?

Read Mark 14:17-21

· How does Jesus show he knows what is going to happen?

· What script is he following (v 21)?

Apply

The human plot against Jesus is part of the divine plot-line of the Bible centred on Jesus’ death.  Yet Judas (and the rest of us) is still responsible for his sin (v 21)

· When do you find it hard to believe Jesus is still in control?
· How does this passage help you to believe it?
11th April
The King Remembered
Why does Jesus have to die?  He explains with a meal.

Read Mark 14:22

· What did Jesus do?

· What did Jesus say?

Jesus isn’t just the host at the feast – he is the feast!  He doesn’t give us a gift – he gives us himself!

Read Mark 14:23-26

· What does Jesus say about the cup (v 24)?

· What does this meal look forward to (v 25)?

Jesus’ death seals the “covenant” – God’s promise to be our God and to save his people (see Exodus 24:1-11).  He dies so that we can know God and eat and drink with him.

Pray

Thank Jesus that he gave himself for you and to you, so that you could know God and eat and drink with him now in Communion and later in the new creation.

12th April
The King Disowned
Another prediction from Jesus; another denial from Peter.

Read Mark 14:27-28

· What does the script say Jesus’ followers will do?

· What does the script say Jesus will do after that?

Wow!  Jesus already knows our future sin, and has already planned to reconcile and restore us when it happens – what grace!

Apply

· How does that make you feel?
· How does it give you more reason to follow Jesus?
Read Mark 14:29-31

· How does Peter contradict Jesus?

Pray

Pray Jesus will show you your weakness so you put your hope in his ability never to let you down, not your ability never to let him down.

13th April
The King Distressed
Jesus has faced soldiers, threats, temptations and demons with poise and courage. Now he faces something that overwhelms him…

Read Mark 14:32-36

· What causes Jesus’ distress and sorrow?

· What does he pray for?

Why is Jesus so upset? Because he will drink the “cup” – in Isaiah 51:17 this is a picture of God’s wrath.  

Read Mark 14:37-42

· How do the disciples contrast with Jesus?

Pray

Jesus faithfully prays; the disciples faithlessly sleep. Yet it’s Jesus who drinks the cup of God’s wrath against faithlessness and prayerlessness – that we deserve.

· How does that make you feel?
· How does it give you more reason to pray like Jesus?  Go on then…!
14th April
The King Arrested
Jesus has prayed; the disciples have slept.  Who will have the strength to be faithful?

Read Mark 14:43-46

· How does Mark heighten the sense of betrayal?

Read Mark 14:47-52

· How do these people respond to Jesus’ arrest:

· One of Jesus’ disciples (v 47)?

· Jesus himself (v 49)?

· The rest of Jesus’ disciples (v 50-52)?

Apply

· When are you afraid to follow Jesus?

· When are you ashamed to follow Jesus?

Yet it is Jesus, the faithful one, who is arrested and condemned so his selfish, cowardly friends go free.

· How does that make you feel?

· How does that give you more reason to follow Jesus even when that brings you shame?

15th April
The King Interrogated
Jesus’ trial: but who is in the dock, and who is guilty?

Read Mark 14:53-59

· How fair is the trial?

· How truthful are the witnesses?

Read Mark 14:60-65

· What direct question does the high priest ask?

· How does Jesus answer (v 62)?

· What is Jesus condemned for (v 64)?  Who is really guilty of that crime here?

Apply

· When do you twist the truth to suit yourself?

The courts are unjust; Jesus is just.  They tell lies; Jesus speaks truth.  They’re violent; Jesus is composed.  Yet Jesus the true prophet is condemned to death – for us.

· How does this make you feel?

· How does it give you more reason to follow Jesus and speak the truth about him, whatever the cost?

16th April
The King Denied
While Jesus is on trial inside, Peter is on trial outside...

Read Mark 14:66-71

· How do Peter’s accusers contrast with Jesus’ accuser?
· How do Peter’s answers contrast with Jesus’ answers?
Pray

Three times Peter failed to pray – now three times Peter fails to follow Jesus.  Pray now for strength to stand up for Jesus whatever the cost.

Read Mark 14:72

· What does Peter remember?

Apply

· When have you disowned Jesus because of fear?

Yet Jesus is on the way to the cross so that Peter (and we) can be forgiven, restored, and still used in his service in future!

17th April
The King Accused
It’s in his death that we see most clearly who Jesus is.

Read Mark 15:1-2

· What question does Pilate ask Jesus?

· What do you make of Jesus’ response?

The is the first time Jesus is called “King” in Mark – he’s given the title 6 times in chapter 15.  Only now are we in a place to recognise what sort of King Jesus is.

Read Mark 15:1-5

· What question does Pilate ask Jesus?

· What do you make of Jesus’ response?

Jesus is silent like the innocent servant of Isaiah 53:4-9 who is punished for the sins of others.

Pray

Praise Jesus that he is a King who suffers and serves and dies for his people.  Use Isaiah 53:4-9 to praise him for dying in your place.

18th April
The King Sentenced
Another episode that helps us see why Jesus dies.

Read Mark 15:6-8

· What are we told about Pilate’s prisoner?

· How is he a contrast with Jesus? 

Read Mark 15:9-14

· What does Pilate recognise…

· …about Jesus’ identity?

· …about Jesus’ innocence?

· What does Pilate do with each prisoner (v 15)?

Like the Jewish leaders, Pilate, the disciples, the crowds and Barabbas, we are all guilty.  We all turn against Jesus and put ourselves first.  Barabbas is guilty and Jesus is innocent; yet Jesus is punished and Barabbas goes free.  What a wonderful picture of how Jesus swapped places with us on the cross!

Pray

Praise Jesus that he died so that you could enjoy life.

19th April
The King Mocked
In Mark 10:34, Jesus predicted that the Gentiles would “mock him, spit on him, flog him and kill him” – the story continues according to the script.

Read Mark 15:16-20

· What physical abuse does Jesus endure?

· What verbal and emotional abuse does Jesus endure?

Count how many times “him” is repeated.

· Why does Mark repeat it so much?  What effect does it have?

The script for this scene comes from Isaiah

Read Isaiah 50:4-9

· How is the servant’s experience fulfilled in Jesus?

· So who really holds the power in this scene?

Pray

The soldiers mock Jesus for claiming to be a King – yet ironically that’s who he is.  Even in chains, his plan is happening.  Praise King Jesus that he was willing to endure such shame out of love for us.

20th April
The King Crucified
In Mark 8:34 Jesus said, “Take up your cross and follow me”…
Read Mark 15:21

· Who takes up Jesus’ cross?

Apply

· How does what Simon did help us to understand Jesus’ command in 8:34?

· What will that look like for you today?

Read Mark 15:22-26

· Who did the notice say that Jesus was?

· Why does Mark keep reminding us of that in this chapter?

Pray

Praise Jesus that he took up his cross to rescue you. Pray that you would take up your cross to follow him today.

21st April
The King Insulted
Mark narrates this scene with cutting irony – the insults of those who mock Jesus show who he really is.
Read Mark 15:27-30

· What claim to the passers-by remind Jesus of?

· What do they challenge Jesus to do?

· What is ironic about their insults?

Read Mark 15:31-32

· What do the priests think Jesus is unable to do?

· What do they challenge Jesus to do?

· What is ironic about their insults?

Pray

What the haters can’t see is that Jesus saves others by not saving himself.  Jesus establishes his kingdom by not coming down from the cross.  It wasn’t the nails that held Jesus there – it was love.  Thank him that he reigns as King not by coming down from the cross to save himself, but by staying on the cross to save us.

22nd April
The King Forsaken
Jesus has been deserted by Roman leaders, Jewish leaders, crowds and his friends.  But the most painful rejection is yet to come…

Read Mark 15:33-36

Darkness is a sign of God’s judgment – who is judged?

· What does Jesus cry out?

· What does that tell us is happening to him?

Read Mark 15:37-39

· What happens as Jesus dies (v 37-38)?

· How does the centurion standing there respond?

The curtain separated people from God in the temple.  It was a big “No Entry” sign.  But Jesus has been forsaken by God so that we can be welcomed.  He endured God’s absence so we enjoy his presence.  So for the first time Jesus is recognised as God’s Son.

Apply

· After seeing how Jesus died, who do you say he is?

23rd April
The King Buried
Mark shows how people reacted to Jesus’ death.

Read Mark 15:40-47

The women

The women have followed Jesus, but were now “at a distance” because of fear (v 40-41).  But they do see where Jesus is buried.

· Why is that important?  (peek ahead to 16:1-8!)

Joseph

· What does Joseph do (v 42-43)?

· What would following his example of risky boldness look like for you?

· How does looking forward to God’s kingdom free us to be bold?

Pilate

· How does Pilate confirm Jesus is really dead (v 44-45)?

· Why is important for us to be sure about that?

24th April
The King Raised
Jesus said he would rise again, but no-one expects him to.

Read Mark 16:1-3

· What problem are the women expecting?

Read Mark 16:4-7

· Why does the young man (an angel) tell them not to be alarmed?

· What command and promise does he give them?

Read Mark 16:8

· How do the women respond to the angel’s words?

· How will you respond to the news that Jesus has risen – with timid fear or joyful boldness?

Pray

Praise Jesus – he’s alive, he’s the King, he reigns, he’s paid for sins and conquered death, his words are true!

25th April
The King Proclaimed
What happened after Jesus rose? These verses tell us – they probably weren’t written by Mark, but they’ve been accepted as God’s Word by the church for most of history, and sum up what the other Gospels tell us.

Read Mark 16:9-11

· What did Mary do after she met the risen Jesus?

· How did the disciples respond? 

Read Mark 16:12-13

· What did these two do after they met Jesus?

· How did the disciples respond? 

Read Mark 16:14-18

· What did Jesus tell the disciples to do next?

· How did the disciples respond? 

Read Mark 16:19-20

· What did Jesus and the disciples do next?

Pray

The good news that Jesus is King needs to be told to everyone so that they can believe and follow him.  Pray for chances for you to do this today.

26th April
The King and I

Today, take time to look back through Mark 13-16, and reflect on what God has been telling you:

· About who Jesus is.
· About what Jesus has done for you.
· About how you should respond.
In the space below, write a prayer replying to what God has been saying to you.  Maybe copy it into your prayer diary, or stick it on the wall somewhere you will see it, so you can keep praying these things.

27th April
Replying to God

When we read the Bible, God speaks to us.  He wants us to listen to what he says and pray it back to him in reply.  For the rest of this month we’ll use Psalm 119 as we practise doing this.

Read Psalm 119:1-8

Adore: what do these verses say about God that make you want to praise, thank or adore him?

(look especially at verses 1-4)

Admit: what do these verses reveal about yourself that you want to say sorry for?

(look especially at verses 5-6)

Aspire: what do these verses tell you about life and faith that you could ask for (and act on!)? 

(look especially at verses 7-8)

Pray

Use your answers to reply to what God’s said to you.

28th April
Replying to God
When we read the Bible, God speaks to us. He wants us to listen to what he says and pray it back to him in reply.

Read Psalm 119:9-16

Adore: what do these verses say about God that make you want to praise, thank or adore him?

e.g. his words teach us purity (v 9)
Admit: what do these verses reveal about yourself that you want to say sorry for?

e.g. straying from God’s commands (v 10)
Aspire: what do these verses tell you about life and faith that you could ask for (and act on!)? 

e.g. we need to hide his words in our hearts (v 11)
Pray

Use your answers to reply to what God’s said to you.

29th April
Replying to God
When we read the Bible, God speaks to us.  He wants us to listen to him and pray it back to him in reply.  

Read Psalm 119:17-24

Adore: what do these verses say about God that make you want to praise, thank or adore him?

Admit: what do these verses reveal about yourself that you want to say sorry for?


Aspire: what do these verses tell you about life and faith that you could ask for (and act on!)? 

Pray

Use your answers to reply to what God has said to you.  e.g. “Father, thank you for opening my eyes to see wonderful things in your word (v 18).  Sorry for when I don’t long to follow your laws (v 20).  Teach me what you want me to do, so I don’t just do what I want (v24).”
30th April
Replying to God

These verses in Psalm 119 keep helping us to respond to what God says.  

Read Psalm 119:25-32

Adore: what do these verses say about God that make you want to praise, thank or adore him?

e.g. v26 makes us think of how God has answered our prayers 

Admit: what do these verses reveal about yourself that you want to say sorry for?

e.g. v29 makes us reflect on any ways we haven’t spoken truth and lived with integrity

Aspire: what do these verses tell you about life and faith that you could ask for (and act on!)? 

e.g. v28 makes us ask God to use his Word to strengthen us when we’re discouraged and tired

Pray

Use your answers to talk to God about what he’s said to you.

